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2007 Summary Introduction

The fol lowing  is  a  recap of  the  ac t iv i t ies , proj ec ts  and accomplishments  of  the  Cal i fornia  Al l i -
ance  for  Famil ies  and C hi ldren for  2007. Led by  Exec ut ive  Direc tor  and Pol ic y  Consultant  Mi-
chael  Robinson CAFC had another  very  produc t ive  year  for  a l l  Cal i fornia  Famil ies , C hi ldren and 
Parents .  

The CAFC Exec ut ive  Board would l ike  to  thank Michael  for  his  enormous  efforts  in  making 
CAFC a  nat ional ly  reco gnized leader  in  the  f ight  for  a  balanced family  law pol ic y.  We a lso  want 
to  reco gnize  and thank the  supporters  of  CAFC who continue  to  contr ibute  their  t ime and f inan-
c ia l  resources , without  their  help  our  work would  not  be  poss ible .

O ur foc us  this  year  was  in  the  areas  of  confl ic t  reduc t ion in  divorce  and chi ld  c ustody, domest ic 
v iolence  reforms , youth serv ices  and foster  care  systems , chi ld  support , paternity  f raud , training 
conferences  and ass ist ing  in  lawsuits  involv ing  paternity  fraud and domest ic  v iolence .  O ur  work 
included seeking  pol ic y  reforms by  educat ing  pol ic y  makers  and other  stakeholders . We provided 
updated research and data , test i f ied at  hearing s and continued to  form valuable  relat ionships 
with  family  law, juveni le  law, chi ld  support  and domest ic  v iolence  experts .  This  was  in  addit ion 
to  helping  ass ist  countless  indiv iduals  in  need of  serv ices .

Given our  l imited staff  and f inancia l  resources  CAFC is  constantly  faced with  the  di ff ic ult  deci -
s ion in  priori t iz ing  workload whether  i t ’s  a  request  for  help  by  individuals  and e lec ted off ic ia ls 
around the  country, monitoring  the  huge  legis lat ive  bi l l  load in  Sacramento or  educat ing  legis la -
tors  and staff  on pol ic y  issues .

Given these  l imitat ions  we  are  proud to  highl ight  some of  our  accomplishments  for  2007. We 
hope you wi l l  share  this  report  with  your  fr iends  and col leag ues  and urge  them al l  to  jo in  CAFC 
as  ac t ive  and contributing  supporters .  Everyone needs  to  understand what  a  smal l  and under 
f inanced CAFC faces  every  day  here  in  the  hal ls  of  the  state  Capitol .  

The real i ty  i s , based on avai lable  data , at  least  11 org aniz at ions  exist  with  paid  profess ional 
staff , lawyers , lobbyists  and media  experts  to  work on defeat ing  reforms to  balance  our  family 
law system in  Cal i fornia .  The budgets  of  s ix  of  the  groups  we know tota ls  over  $15 mil l ion.  We 
can only  g uess  what  the  real  tota l  f ig ure  i s .

O ther  stakeholders  understand those  that  make  the  rules  usual ly  win  the  g ame.  We don’t  mind a 
tough f ight  but  with  a  l i tt le  more  help  and resources  our  successes  wi l l  be  even greater. 

To gether  we  have  made a  di fference . With your  help  we  can do even more.

Sincerely,
Paul  Stroub
CAFC President



2007 Summary of Acheivements

Individual  Services

The good news is  CAFC ’s  reputat ion for  ass ist ing  others  and as  a  source  of  va luable  information 
continues  to  grow.  The bad news is , g iven our  l imited staff  and resources , we  do the  best  we  can 
but  c learly  we  cannot  meet  the  need and a l l  the  requests  made on us .  

In  2007 for  example , we  received over  220 requests  for  ass istance, resource  information or  help 
with  indiv idual  family  law cases  from res idents  of  Cal i fornia  and around the  nat ion.  These  ca l ls 
inc luded requests  for  help  and information f rom several  mi l i tary  serv ice  members  serv ing  in 
Iraq.

We are  a lso  pleased to  note  a  s igni f icant  increase  in  ca l l s  f rom elec ted State   Legis lators   and 
other  government  agencies  asking  us  for  ideas  on leg is lat ion and other  reform ideas .  They are 
now also  referr ing  affec ted stakeholders  to  us .  

Educat ion and Training

In 2007, CAFC held  i t  f i rst  educat ion and tra ining conference  foc using  on family  v iolence  and 
pol ic y  reforms . The conference, “ Domestic  Violence:  A Cal l  for  Reform” was  held  in  Sacramento 
on February  2, 2007.  It   was  co -sponsored by  The Family  Violence  Treatment  & Educat ion As-
sociat ion ( FAV TEA) and was  a  resounding  success .  Ninety- eight  percent  of  attendees  rated the 
conference  posit ively.  

Conference  attendees  sa id  the  presentat ions  were  a  t imely  and refreshing  a l ternat ive  to  what  i s 
typical ly  offered at  domest ic  v iolence  tra inings , and that  the  information we provided acc urately 
reflec ted the  attendees’ ac tual ly  experiences  in  the  f ie ld  of  domestic  v iolence . The conference 
target  audience  was  largely  government  agencies , law enforcement  and family  law prac t i t ioners . 
Wel l  over  100 people  registered and attended the  conference. D ue to  the  success  of  the  confer-
ence  CAFC and FAV TEA started planning  for  a  2008 conference. CAFC also  ass isted in  forming 
the  National  Family  Violence  Legis lat ive  Resource Center  and now help  to  maintain  i ts  website . 
(S ee2007 post  conference  report  here)  and a lso  CAFC 2008 Conference  here . 

Pol ic y  Reforms

CAFC started 2007 faced with  the  enormous  chal lenge  of  having  to  review more  than 2800 bi l l s 
introduced in  the  Cal i fornia  leg is lature  (1751 Assembly  bi l l s , 1052 S enate  bi l l s) .  From that 
process  we  identi f ied  50 bi l l s  that  needed , analyzing , tracking  and fol lowing . We decided to 
foc us  our  efforts  on bi l l s  that  were  the  most  damaging  and needed to  be  stopped a long with  and 
two bi l l s  that  CAFC got  introduced in  Sacramento. 

D uring  2007 CAFC was  contac ted by  many state  leg is lators  ( including  representat ives  from  
Arizona , Flor ida , Ohio, Oklahoma , North Carol ina  and Texas)  seeking  to  introduce  legis lat ion 
to  help  protec t  deployed mil i tary  serv ice  personnel  from being  ambushed in  family  law courts  on 
exist ing  c ustody order.  We are  proud to  note  that  every  state  prev iously  l i s t  passed legis lat ion 
except  for  Texas . CAFC spearheaded the  f i rst  b i l l  in  the  nat ion on this  i ssue  which passed in

http://www.favtea.com/
http://www.cafcusa.org/2008%20conference.aspx
http://www.cafcusa.org/news/2007_02_01_archive.html
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Cali fornia  in  2005. The issue  and problem g ained nat ional  attent ion and resulted in  Congress 
pass ing  an amendment  to  the  S ervice  Members  Civi l  Rel ief  Ac t  (SCRA) that  helped provide 
some protec t ion for  mi l i tary  parents  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  Read more  here . 

The fol lowing  is  l i s t  of  the  bi l l s  impac ted by  CAFC ’s  educat ion and pol ic y  outreach program to 
e ither  support  or  defeat . 

Legis lat ion CAFC Supported

AB 189:  D ymal ly, Col laborat ive  L aw. DROPPED, RE I NTRODUCED I N 2008

AB 189 was  a  fol low up bi l l  f rom our  successful  e fforts  in  2006 to  codi fy  Col laborat ive  L aw into 
statute  with  AB 402:  ( D ymal ly ;  Family  L aw Court ;  Marriage) .  In  2006 some of  the  lang uage 
that  setup technical  requirements  reg arding  the  prac t ice  of  col laborat ive  law for  consumer  pro -
tec t ion was  lost .  AB 402 did  however  make a  provis ion to  establ ish  a  workgroup of  which CAFC 
was  a  part  and as  a  result  AB 189 was  introduced . While  AB 189 enjoyed s igni f icant  support 
from family  law prac t i t ioners  and even judges , some stakeholders  f rom the  domestic  v iolence 
community  and gender  groups  kept  the  bi l l  f rom moving . 

The author, CAFC and supporters  made the  decis ion to  turn the  bi l l  into  a  2  years  bi l l  to  over-
come some of  the  opposit ion’s  arg uments .  As  a  result  a  committee  bi l l  was  introduced at  the  be -
ginning  of  2008 legis lat ive  sess ion (AB 3053)  and is  successful ly  moving  through the  leg is lat ive 
process  with  the  help  of  CAFC and other  supporters . 

AB 312:  D ymal ly, Dependent  chi ldren:  reunif icat ion services . FAILED PASSAGE

AB 312 made several  major  amendments  to  exist ing  law with  the  goal  to  a l low more  t ime to  re -
habi l i tate  neglec tful  and or  abusive  parents  before  chi ldren could  be  permanently  taken from the 
parents . The bi l l  a lso  required greater  due  di l igence  on locat ing  a  chi ld ’s  other  parent , usual ly 
the  father, so  that  the  chi ld  could  be  placed with  that  parent  i f  f i tness  was  not  an  issue.  D ue to 
opposit ion from State  Bar  attorneys  the  author  decided not  to  move  the  bi l l . Efforts  are  st i l l  on-
going  to  reform this  pol ic y.   

Legis lat ion CAFC O pposed

AB 95:  Beal l , Domest ic  v iolence:  probat ion:  treatment  pro grams . DEFEATED

This  bi l l  proposed a  ser ies  of  changes  reg arding  the  grant ing  of  probat ion for  domest ic  v iolence 
offenses  intended to  improve offender  compliance  and accountabi l i ty. In  part ic ular, this  b i l l 
required that  i f  a  court  granted probat ion for  a  person convic ted of  domest ic  v iolence , the  court 
must , unt i l  the  defendant  had completed the  required treatment  pro gram, formal  probat ion, 
rather  than summary probat ion, reg ardless  of  whether  the  offense  i s  a  fe lony  or  a  misdemeanor.

CAFC f irmly  bel ieves  the  treatment  pol ic y  needs  to  be  reformed but  AB 95 was  just  one  more 
example  of  a  draconian pol ic y  driven by  specia l  interest  gender  groups  that  would be  counterpro -
duc t ive . In  response  to  AB 95, John Hamel  one  of  CAFC ’s  advisory  members  formed a  task force

http://www.cafcusa.org/military_parents.aspx
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_189&sess=CUR&house=B&author=dymally
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_402&sess=CUR&house=B&author=dymally
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_3053&sess=CUR&house=B&author=committee_on_judiciary
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_312&sess=CUR&house=B&author=dymally
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_95&sess=CUR&house=B&author=beall
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made up of  experts  from different  f ie lds  to  develop recommendations  for  more  effec t ive  treat-
ment  strategies . CAFC wi l l  try  to  get  the  task  force  draft  lang uage  introduced in  the  2009 legis-
lat ive  sess ion.  Read more  here .  S ee  draft  lang uage  here . 

AB 164:  Smyth, C hi ld  c ustody :  chi ld ’s  records . DEFEATED

Original ly  this  b i l l  c lar i f ied  the  family  code (S ec. 3025)  to  require  the  court  speci fy  when a  non-
c ustodial  parent  can have  access  to  a  chi ld ’s  health  and school  records . CAFC played the  major 
role  in  this  b i l l ’s  defeat  by  point ing  out  to  the  author  that  i t  would  ser iously  hurt  deployed mil i -
tary  parents . CAFC also  worked close ly  with  the  Family  L aw Exec ut ive  Committee  ( FLEXCOM ) 
who was  a lso  opposed the  bi l l . At  the  request  of  CAFC the  author  decided not  to  move  the  bi l l 
off  the  Assembly  f loor. 

AB 268:  C harles  Calderon, Hearsay  evidence:  unavai lable  declarant . DEFEATED

This  bi l l  was  dr iven by  domest ic  v iolence  women’s  groups  in  an  attempt  to  do an end run around 
the  histor ic  US Supreme Court  case , Crawford vs .Washing ton.  It  would  have  protec ted a  fa lse 
acc user  in  domest ic  v iolence  cases  from being  cross  examined by  the  defendant . The bi l l  made i t 
a l l  the  way through the  Assembly  and was  ki l led  in  June  2007, before  i t  was  heard in  the  S enate 
Judic iary  Committee . 

AB 375:  Garcia , Domest ic  v iolence:  probat ion. DEFEATED

AB 375 provided that  i f  a  probat ioner  v iolated the  attendance  pol ic y  of  the  batterer ’s  pro gram 
or  counsel ing  pro gram, the  judge  may withhold  issuance  or  renewal  of, or  suspend , a  dr iver ’s  l i -
cense  or  profess ional  l i cense . AB 375 was  voted down in  the   Assembly  Publ ic  Safety  committee .

CAFC and some of  our  advisory  domest ic  v iolence  experts , agreed with the  Cal i fornia  Attorneys 
for  Criminal  Just ice  who wrote , “ There  i s  s imply  no nexus  between the  pr iv i lege  to  dr ive  or  have 
a  profess ional  l icense, and nonattendance  of  a  domest ic  v iolence  pro gram… the probable  and 
foreseeable  e ffec t  of  these  proposed sanc t ions  would be  to  complicate  and worsen problems of 
attendance  by  depriv ing the  person of  their  means  of  transportat ion, and affec t ing  their  abi l i ty 
to  make a  l ivel ihood .  Ironical ly, such extreme punishments  may wel l  harm vic t ims within  fami-
l ies  by  threatening  a  person’s  l ivel ihood interests  who is  usual ly  the  chief  family  wage  earner.”
 
AB 502:  C harles  Calderon, Domest ic  v iolence . VETOED

This  bi l l  required the  City  of  Los  Angeles  to  establ ish  a  two -year  pi lot  pro gram by  contrac t ing 
to  provide  a id  to  certa in  v ic t ims of  domest ic  v iolence  who are  undoc umented immigrants . CAFC 
opposed this  b i l l  sole ly  because  i t  provided funding  for  domest ic  v iolence  serv ices  to  undoc u-
mented immigrants  whi le  c urrent  pol ic ies  cont inue  to  discr iminate  ag ainst  male  v ic t ims and 
their  chi ldren. AB 502 was  vetoed by  the  Governor. In  his  veto  message  the  Governor  sa id  “A 
pro gram designed to  ass ist  domest ic  v iolence  v ic tims should  be  avai lable  to  a l l  v ic t ims  of  domes-
t ic  v iolence , not  l imited to  those  who are  undoc umented individuals .” 

In  2006, CAFC along with  many highly  respec ted internat ional  domest ic  v iolence  experts  waged 
a  major  campaign to  defeat  another  discr iminator  domest ic  v iolence  bi l l , AB 2051:  Cohn.  This

http://www.nfvlrc.org/pdf/modelProgramsAndLegislation/Research.BIP's&CouplesCoun.Revised.pdf
http://www.nfvlrc.org/pdf/modelProgramsAndLegislation/Proposed%20Amendments%20to%20PC%201203.097_1203.098_.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_164&sess=0708&house=B
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_268&sess=CUR&house=B&author=charles_calderon
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_375&sess=CUR&house=B&author=garcia
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_502&sess=CUR&house=B&author=charles_calderon
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campaign educated pol ic y  makers  and the  governor ’s  s taff  about  the  ev idence  based real i t ies 
reg arding  domest ic  v iolence . Read more  here . It  i s  obvious  that  our  efforts  have  made an impres-
s ion on the  Governor  and staff  by  the  veto  of  AB 502. 

AB 589 :  Levine, Pupi ls :  teen  dat ing  v iolence  and sexual  v iolence . DEFEATED
 
This  bi l l  was  spearheaded by  the  specia l  interest  domest ic  v iolence  women’s  groups . It  created 
a  tra ining  pro gram in  schools  to  teach about  teen dat ing  v iolence . While  CAFC supports  such 
educat ion pro grams we opposed the  bi l l  because  i t  put  those  c urrently  in  control  of  tra ining  in 
charge  of  this  pro gram.  These  groups  continue  to  ignore  the  evidence  based data  that  c learly 
show that  teen dat ing  v iolence  i s  committed by  both males  and females  at  equal  rates . AB 589 
died in  the  Assembly  Appropriat ions  Committee  in  May 2007. Training  on domest ic  v iolence 
should  reflec t  the  evidence  and fac ts , not  ideolo g y  and myths . S ee:  Morett i , M. , Odgers , C . , & 
O bsuth, I . (2006). Exposure  to  maternal  versus  paternal  partner  v iolence , PTSD and aggres-
s ion in  adolescent  g irl s  and boys . (C l ick  here  for  art ic le)  and Straus , M., & Medeiros , R . (2006) 
Gender  di fferences  in  r isk  fac tors  for  physical  v iolence  between dat ing  partners  by  univers i ty 
students .

AB 612:  Ruskin, C hi ld  Custody Evaluat ions . DEFEATED

This  bi l l  was  a  s ta lking  horse  for  the  Cal i fornia  Protec t ive  Parents  Associat ion.  Their  intent 
was  to  make i t  much harder  to  protec t  chi ldren from al ienat ion by  one  parent  ag ainst  the  other. 
We are  happy to  report  that  AB 612 did  not  pass  in  the  2007 legis lat ive  sess ion, but  we  expec ted 
this  batt le  to  be  replayed ag ain  the  next  year  in  Cal i fornia , and maybe nat ion wide  as  wel l .  In-
deed , in  2008, a  new bi l l  reg arding  c ustody evaluators  (AB 2587)  was  introduced to  cont inue 
last  year ’s  attempt  to  e l iminate  the  use  of  parental  a l ienat ion.  AB 2587 is  c urrently  sta l led  and 
not  set  for  a  committee  hearing .  Read the  ful l  s tory  of  the  batt le  over  parental  a l ienat ion so  you 
can understand a l l  i ts  impl icat ions .

http://www.cafcusa.org/news/2006_04_01_archive.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_589&sess=CUR&house=B&author=levine
http://www.nfvlrc.org/docs/Moretti.paper.pdf
http://pubpages.unh.edu/~mas2/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_612&sess=0708&house=B
http://www.cafcusa.org/child_custody_evaluations.aspx

