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JUDGE ORDERS MAN TO JAIL AFTER ADULT DAUGHTER FAILS TO GET A GED – 

SPARKS CALL FOR NATIONAL PROTEST BY BOTH MEN AND WOMEN 
 
 

The California Alliance for Families and Children (“CAFC”) today called for a national protest by both 
men and woman over an Ohio judge’s order to jail a father for 180 days, because his daughter did not get her 
General Equivalency Diploma (GED). 
 

Michael Robinson, Executive Director of CAFC, said, “This is one of the most outrageous court rulings 
we have seen in a long time – and that’s saying something. Under the judge's logic, more than a million men and 
woman alike -- who are parents of high school dropouts -- should all be put in jail. This judge is out of control, 
and should be immediately removed from this case.” 
 

Butler County Juvenile Court Judge David Niehaus ordered Brian Gegner to jail for contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor by not following a court order, an order which required Gegner to be sure that his 
daughter got her GED. While the father had technical custody, the daughter actually lived with her mother while 
she was truant from school. 
 

ABC station WPCO reported that the daughter, Brittany Gegner -- who is now 18 -- says the order is 
“ridiculously wrong,” adding that if anyone should go to jail, she should and not her dad. Brittany was quoted: 
"I'm about to be 19 and my Dad's being punished for something I did when I was 16," she said. "I would way 
rather me go to jail than my Dad." 
 

Her mother also volunteered to go to jail. "They probably should have punished me if they were going to 
punish anybody," said Brittany's mother, Shana Roach. "Because she did live with me at the time, but because he 
had the custody, that's why he's being punished." "But I don't understand the punishment all together, because 
she's going to school, she's been going for four months," said Roach. "The only thing that's holding her back is 
she can't pass her math test." 
 
A copy of the full story can be found at:  
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local/story.aspx?content_id=28d2acca-9947-44cc-8831-9859f1f6137e 
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